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Dr. Runvyre's Promotion 


TO THE 


SEE of GLlocsEsTEeR 
Impartially Conſidered, 


X 208 is no Part of my Deſign to 
enquire into the Truth or 
| 1H Weight of thoſe Reaſons, which 
dle Author of the Letter in- 
forms us have been alledged 


againſt Dr, Rundle's Promotion to the 


of Gloceſter Nor ſhall I diſpute any Part 
of that Character, which he beſtows a 
A 2 [- 


the Doffor. He may have given the cleat- 
eſt Anſwer to every one of thoſe Reaſons, 
and his Character of the Doctor may be 
the moſt impartial; and yet it will by no 
means follow, — That every Friend to 
Liberty, and to the preſent Government, 
ought to be ſurprized at the Oppoſition 
raiſed againſt Dr. Rundle, and to wiſh that 
he were promoted to the See of Glocefter. 

The Author of the Letter has very art- 
fully interwoyen the Cauſe of Liberty in 
this Affair; and would infinuate, that, if 
Dr. Rundle be not promoted to the See of 
Gloceſter, we muſt never more expect to 
ſee another Man preferred to a Biſhoprick, 
who is a Friend to Liberty. 

It is with the ſame Art that he aſſerts, 
& That the — C—— can never give 
« up Dr. Runde; that tis now become his 
« own Cauſe, much more than the Doctor's; 
« and that there can be no Doubt, but that 
« he will act, as he always has done, with 
te the utmoſt Honour, 13 

In the firſt place, notwithſtanding all 
the Pains this Writer takes to poſſeſs his 
Readers, That, if Dr. Rundle be not 
0 N to the See of G/ocefler, that 
« Laymen muſt never more pretend to 
« recommend to Biſhopricks ; and — 
A thoſe, who will be pronounced not pro- 
« per Men to be advanced, are the Friends 

| : i to; 

\ 
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«4 to Liberty, to mutual Toletation, and 
« to the Right of private Judgment: 
Yet he is forced to confeſs himſelf, in Cons 
tradition to all this, That a Layman has 
« jn Fact recommended a worthy Perſon to 
% Biſhoprick, even fince this Odjection 
« againſt Dr. Rundle was ſtarted. 
If this Fact be true, — how little Reas 
ſon has this Writer to draw any ſuch Con- 
clufions from Dr. Raundle's not being pro- 
moted to the See of Gloceſſer? Whatever 
be the Reaſon, that the Great Churchman 
(as this Writer affects to call a Reverend 
Prelate)- oppoſes Dr. Rundle's being pro- 
moted to a Biſhoprick, it is plain, from this 
Writer's own Confeſſion, that the Reaſon 
cannot be, That this Great Churchman hag 
formed any ſuch Deſign, that no Layman 
ſhall ever recommend a Worthy Perſon to a 
Biſhoprick; or that none ſhall be promoted 
to that Dignity, who are Friends to Liberty, 
to mutual - Toleration, and the Right of 
private Judgment, ; 
His Words are, Page 18, « Has not & 
« Layman in Fact recommended a _— 
« Perſon' to a Biſhoprick, even ſince th 
« Objeftion to Dr. Rundle was ſtarted ? * 
By a Worthy Perſon he muſt mean a Friend 
to Liberty, to mutual Toleration, and (0 
the Right of RY Judgment. 


Strange 


« from what has actually paſſed, 


„ 
Strange! that this Writer ſhould ſo far 
forget himſelf, as to tell us, Page 9, © That 


« if one Man only is to be conſulted or ad- 
« yiſed with about the Fitneſs of Perſons 


'& to receive Favours, tis eaſy to foreſee 


« what his Advice muſt be, Thoſe that 
« are pronounced not proper Men to be 
cc advanced, are the Friends to Liberty, 
« to mutual Toleration, and to the Right 
« of private Judgment. The Reverſe of 
« theldeherefore are the Perſons to be re- 
«© commended by him; that is, either cool 
« or falſe Friends to Liberty, or elſe direct 
« Enemies to it. Thoſe that are in his 
« Opinion not proper Men to be recom- 
« mended to Favour, are ſuch, as would 
« leaye Religious Debates to the impartial 
« Deciſion of Reaſon and Scripture. The 
« Reverſe of theſe therefore are ſuch as 
« muſt be recommended by him; vis. 
« ſuch as are againſt leaving Controverſies 
« to ſuch Deciſions, and are for diſcoura- 
« ping all free Enquiries by temporal Seve- 
« rities; they muſt be ſuch, as would be 
« Enemies to Toleration, if we had it not; 
« and now we have it, Enemies to all En- 
« largement or Alteration of it, The Com- 


„ ment of ſeveral Years Practice has ſuf 


« ficiently cxplaiffed this Text, and has 
« taught us what to expect for the future, 


And 


- 


[7] 

And after all this, when he comes to 
Page 18, we are told, — © That a Lay- 
« nan has in Fact recommended a Worthy 
« Perſon to a Biſhoprick, even ſince 
« this Obje&ion againſt Dr. Rundle was 
« ſtarted. | | 
When it was to ſerve one Purpoſe, then 
it is repreſented, — That the Great 
% Churchman is the only Man to be con- 
« ſulted or adviſed with about the Fitneſs 
« of Perſons to receive Favours ; and thoſe 
« are pronounced not proper Men to be 
« advanced, as are Friends to Liberty, to 
© mutual Toleration, and to the Right of 
« private Judgment.” — But, when it is 
to ſerve another Purpoſe, then we are told, 
— © That a Layman has in Fact recom- 
„ mended a Worthy Perſon to a Biſhop» 
« rick, 

Thus, on the one hand, to exaſperate 
Laymen, and the Friends of Liberty, againſt 
this Great Churchman, they are told, — 
« That no Layman will be ſuffered to re- 
« commend to Church-Preferments, and 
« that none will be preferred, but ſuch as 
« are cool or falſe Friends to Liberty, or 
« elſe direct Enemies to w. 

On the other hand, to aggravate the In- 
jury and Injuſtice done by this Great 
Churchman to Dr. Rundle, and to the Per- 
ſon who recommended him, we are told, — 

„That 


N 


Er 
That a Layman Has in Fact recommended 
„ Worthy Perſon to a Biſhoprick, even 
ſince this Objection againſt Dr. Rundle 
« was ſtarted. K 
Strange! that a Writer of ſo much Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Foreſight, as the Author of the 
Letter would ſeem to be thought, ſhould, 
in Page 19, entertain his Readers with this 


melancho y Pitty, —— “ If no Recome 
0 


4 mendations from a Layman are to be 
« thought proper or ſufficient, but all muſt 
« be reſolved into the arbitrary Will of one 
„Subject; farewel Liberty, farewel Learn- 
« ing, farewel Merit; and let Flattery and 
Slavery, implicit Submiſſion and arbi- 
« trary Impoſition, ride in Triumph!“ 
When in Page 18 he aſſures us, — That 
« a Layman has in Fact recommended a 
« Worthy Perſon to a Biſhoprick, even 
4 ſince this Objecklon againſt Dr, Rundle 
„ was ſtarted, 
To make Dr, Rundl's Cauſe therefore 
the Cauſe of Liberty it ſelf, and of Lay» 
mens recommending to Church-Preferments, 
however artful it may be in this Writer, is 
no great Argument of his having /eriou/ſly 
and diſpaſſionately conſidered this Subject. 
In the next place, it is with no leſs Art 
that this Writer aſſerts, — “ That the 
« L—C can never give up Dr. 
« Rundle; that tis now become his own 
| Cauſe, 


"8 
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& Cauſe, much more than the DoFor's'; and 
« there can he no Doubt, but that he will 
« act, as he always has done, with the ut- 
« moſt Honour,” I will cite the whole 


Paragraph at Length; for in this, I think, 


lies the main Streſs of the Cauſe. 

« You may eaſily imagine, that that 
« Right Honourable Perſon, whoſe Abili- 
« ties, Judgment, Prudence, Diligence, and 
„Integrity, our whole Profeſſion ſo juſtly 
« admire, and for which we almoſt adore 
« him, is not to be moved by ſuch little 
« Arts as theſe, to deſert a Friend, whom 
« he has intimately known theſe twenty 
« Years; a Friend, who lived very many 
« Years with his Father, the late Lord 
« Biſhop of Durham, and received from 
« his Patronage whatever he now enjoys ; 
« Friend, for whom the whole Family 
« has always profeſſed, and to whom they 
* have always ſhewn the higheſt Regard 
« and Eſteem, Can he ever give up ſuch 
* a Man ? eſpecially when he has been 
„thus injuriouſſy treated by Men that 
* know him not, in Oppoſition to himſelf 


« who has known him, and who knows 


that the Objections againſt him are mere 
« Calumnies? *Tis now become his own 


« Cauſe, much more, than Dr. Rundle's;; 
and there can be no Doubt, but that he 
% will act, as he always has done, with the 


© utmoſt Foneur, | 
. B Who 


« 0 


L 10 ] 

Who the Author of this Letter is, I ſhall 
not take upon me to make any Conjecture. 
But this I can't help obſerving, That un- 
leſs he has the I C——'5 expreſs Leave 
ot Dlrections to ſay this, which I have good 
Reaſon to be ſatisfied he has not, but that 
his publiſhing of this Letter is entirely 
without hls Lordſhip's Knowledge or Per- 
miſſion, it ls great Preſumptlon in him to 
determine the 8 of ſo great a Man 
by hls own, and to take upon him to 17 
— That the I 0 cannot in 
« Honour vo up Dr. Rundle, that 1s, 
« not perſiſt in Dr, Rynd/e's being pro- 
„ moted to the See of Geer; and that 
„tis now become his own Cauſe, much 
% more than Dr, Rundle's, 

The Abilities, Judgment, Prudence, Dl. 
ligence, and Integrity of that Right Honours 
able Perſon are as juſtly acknowledged and 
admired by all Men, as by this-Writer him 
ſelf, And 'tis certain, “ he can never 
« give up, that is, deſert, a Friend; he 
« can never think his Friend has not been 
6 9 treated, when he knows the 

jeQions againſt him are mere Calum- 
« nies,” But may it not be very poſſible, 


'for all this, that ſome prudential Reaſons 
may prevail with ſo great a Man, not to 


inſiſt upon his Friend's being advanced to a 


Biſhoprick? May he not do this, for the 
Sake of his Country, to preyent Factions 


and 
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| and Diviſions amongſt thoſe who are Friends 


to the preſent Goverament ? May heynot 
do this, at the Requeſt of a Perſon, for 
whom he muſt have a very great Regard 
and Eſteem? At the Deſire of One, who 

revailed with another Right Honourable 

ſon, of great Abilities, Fodement, Prue 
dence, Diligence, and Integrity, to make 
& very great and uncommon Chuegſſou, 
purely to obtaln The, for him, which he 
expreſſed ſo great 4 Deſire to enjoy ? And 


does It not Ill become any Jour Perſon, 


who poſſibly may have no Knowledge what 
were the Reaſons that prevailed with that 
Right Honourable Perſon not to lnſiſt upon 
his Friend's being made a Biſhap, ſuppo- 
ling that were to be the Caſe, to pronounce 
ſo raſhly as this Writer does? — 4 That 
this Right Honourable Perſon cannot 


make this Conceſſion, becauſe this would 


be to deſert and give up his Friend; that 
„it wquld be not to att with Honour, 
i ſince it was become much more his own 
“ Cauſe, than the Cauſe of his Friend, 

I udo not take upon me to ſay, That this 
is, or will be, the Caſe, with reſpect to 


Dr. Rundle, But, this 1 am ſure, if ſuch 


4 Conceſſion were made, no Man, who had 
a juſt Regard for this Right Honourable 
Perſon, would ſay with this Writer, — 
* That his Lordſhip had deſerted, or given 
up, his Friend. 

| B 2 There 


1 

There can be no Doubt, that the Au- 
thog of the Letter, by reſerving this Obſer- 
vation to the laſt Paragraph in his Book, 
judged it to be the ſtrongeſt Reaſon, Why 

r. Rundle ought to be promoted to the 
See of Glocefler ; vis. * That the — 
Vas obliged in Honour to inſiſt 
« upon it.” And, indeed, if a Conceſſion 
did 1 imply his deſerting or giving 
up his Friend, as this Writer would argue, 
it would be an unanſwerable Reaſon for 
his Lordſhip's inſiſting upon his Promotion. 
But it is the higheſt Preſumption and Inde- 
cency in this Writer to pronounce, That a 

nceſſion muſt. imply this, when it is im- 

ſſible for him to determine, what Reaſons 
or Motives might induce his Lordſhip to 
make ſuch a Conceſſion, were That to be 
the Caſe, But, the Truth is, ſuch a poſi- 
tive, raſh Determination as this, ſeems ra- 
ther to be intended to foment Differences 
between Thoſe who are Friends to the pre- 
ſent Government, than to do any real Service 
to Dr. Rundle, And, I believe, whoever 
ſeriouſly conſiders the Drift of this Pam- 
phlet, and the Manner and Spirit with 
which it is wrote, will have too much Rea» 
ſon to think, that the Author's Deſign was 
to blacken, or take his Revenge of, ſome 
Perſons in high Stations, inſtead of doing 
any real Service to Dr. Rundle, or to. the 
Cauſe of Liberty. ; 
| But 


31 


But it ma 2 ly be asked, Is It 
not more 5 le, that this 8 7 
man (as this Writer contempt a 
indecently calls a Reverend'Prelate) 
make a Conceſſion on his Part; and — 
when he ſees the Diviſions this is like to 
create among 'Thoſe who are Friends to the 
Government, he ought to give his Conſent 
to Dr. Rundl's being promoted to the See 
of Glocefler ?' © 

To this it may be anſwered, That before 
he can be juſtified in makin ' ſuch Conceſs 
ſion, he ought well to conſider, what In- 
fluence thoſe things, which are laid to the 
Charge of Dr. Rundle have upon the Clergy 
in general, It is very true, what the Au- 
thor of the Letter aſſerts, 4 That the Cler- 
« gy are divided, as well as the Laity.“ 
But I doubt it is not true, what he would 
ſuggeſt, © That all who are hearty Friends 
« to Liberty amongſt the Clergy declare 
« their Approbation of Dr. Rundle's Pro- 
% motion.“ But I would not have this 
Matter determined by the Clergy alone; I 
think it ought likewiſe to be conſidered, 
how the Laity may approve of Dr, Rundle's 
being made a Biſhop, who muſt, many of 
them, come under his Care, as well as the 
Clergy, and may be offended at his Promo- 
tion. And here I think it very poſſible to 
be true; nay, I AP believe it to be cer- 
tainly 


[14] | 
inly true, That, though the Proof of thoſe 
hings, laid to the Charge of Dr. Rundle, 
mould not be ſo clear and ſtrong as to con- 


vince Men of true judgment; yet it m 
be of fatal Conſequence, that Perſon 12 
that High and Sacred Station, of a Biſhop, 
Would be ſo much as /u/pefed to have been 
guilty of ſuch Things, or even to haye 
them reported of him. | | 
Far be it from me to juſtify thoſe, who 
were the Informers againſt the Ds 19 
 $hink nothing can juſtify the Part they | 
have ated; not only as it is betraying of 
private Converſation, the relating an un- 
guarded Expreſſion, the being the Occaſion | 
of ſuch, an unhappy Contention as this, and 
the preventing a very Worthy Man from 
being made a Biſhop; who, whatever un- 
—— Expreſſion might fall from him in 
is younger Days, and in a free Converſa- 
tion, might probably be very far from be- 
ing deſigned to expreſs any Irreyerence for | 
the Scriptures; and for which J believe. all 
who know him are ſatisfied he has now the | 
greateſt Eſteem. and Reverence. 
I have no Authority to ſpeak it; but I 
can't help declaring, that I am fully con- 
vinced, that, were it not for the great Of 
fence it might give to many well-meaning, 
pious People, this Reverend Prelate, who 
is ſaid to make the greateſt Oppoſition to 


the | 
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the Do#or's Promotion, would readily giyt 
his Conſent to his 'being adyanced to che 
See of Glocefter ; ſo far is it from being true, 
that he is an Enemy to Liberty, and for 
that Reaſon oppoſes him, or becauſe he is 
recommended by a Layman; which the 
Author of the Letter has taken a great deal 
of Pains to fix upon him, though he aſter- 
wards exprefly contradicts himſelf, as I haye 
obſerved already, | 

It would he as great an Abſurdity to des 
ny, That Clergymen or Biſhops are the beſt 
and moſt proper per Judges, who are fit and 

qualified 5 be admitted into Holy Orders, 
der to be made Biſhops, as jt world be to 
affirm, That no Regard ought to be had 
to the Recommendations of Laymen, 

But though this be ſo very plain, that 
one would think it hardly poſſible for 
any Man to raiſe a Diſpute about it; yet 
the Author of the Letter has dreſſed u | 
a terrible Phantom of his-own, „That it 
« has been laid down for Doctrine (he 8 
« not tell us by whom, or on what Occa- 
« ſion) That Laymen are ſuch ignorant, 
« or ſuch profane Things, that the Clergy 
4% muſt not be touched by them, no, not 
« to receive common Benefa@ions from 
* them.” And then he deſcants, for three 
or four Pages together, (how there is One 


« Perſon, who claims the fole Right of 


« charac. 


the Cauſe of the I C 
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& characteriſing Churchmen : ” Which if 


allowed of, © then farewel Liberty, fare- 


« wel Learning, farewel Merit; and, let 
& Flattery and Slavery, implicit Submiſſion, 
p and arbitrary Impoſition, ride in Tri- 
© um 

; Now what is ſuch Surmi/e and Rant as this, | 
which make up at leaſt three Parts in four 
of his Letter, to the pen, — Whether 

the Oppoſition given to Dr. Rund being 
promoted to the See of Glocefler be juſt an 


well founded, or not? 


Let the Reaſonableneſs of this Oppoſi- 


tion be tried upon this ſingle Point, which 


alone can or ought to determine it;: — 
Whether Chriſtianity is likely to ſuffer more 
by Dr. Rundl's being promoted to a Bi- 
ſhoprick, than from his being denied that 
high Station ? | 7 
To ſpeak the Truth; This Affair has 
made ſo great a Noiſe, that it is no longer 
| or of the 
Biſhop of London, or of Dotfor Rundle ; but 
it 1s the Cauſe of the Publick; it is the 
Cauſe of Chriſtianity. 
Nov it is certain that Chriſtianity cannot 
ſuffer by Dr. Rundle's not being promoted 
to a Biſhoprick, becauſe as good, and as 
uſeful Men, as himſelf, may certainly be 
found to ſupply that Station: But Chriſtia- 


-nity may ſuffer by the Docfor's being pro- 


moted 
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ftivted to that high Station, as it may give 
Ofence to Numbets of good Chriſtians, pars 
ticularly thoſe under his Care, who may be 
ſſeſſed that he is guilty of thoſe Things 
aid to his Charge ; and way bn this 
muſt render him uncapable of dolhg the 
ſame Good in hls Diocele, as another Perſon 
againſt whom no ſuch Charge can be 
brought, of having ſpoken Things unbe- 
coming a Preacher of the Goſpel, and which 
may ſeem to argue an Irtevetence for the 
Holy Scriptures, | 
he Author of the Letter labours to 
prove, That thoſe Things which are laid 
to Dr. Rundle's Charge ought to have no 
Weight, or be any Hindrance or Objection 
to his being promoted to the See of Gloces 
er. But he never conſiders it in the Light 
of giving Offence to Numbers of pious Chri- 
ſtians; which is the only Light in which 
it ought to be conſidered. I agree with 
him, That the Whole of what he has ſaid 
of the Unrighteouſneſs of the Accuſation 
brought againſt the Doctor, is true; but it 
is not pertinent, nor is the Coneluſion juſt 
which he would draw from it, That this 
ought to be no Hindrance to the Dochor's 
Promotion. f i 
It certainly is a great Cruelty tò Doctor 


FNundle; and what every other Man would 
think ſo, were it his own Cafe, | But yet, 


C better 


L 18 ] 
better that One Man ſyffer any Iyury or 
Injuſtice of this kind, than that perha 
Thouſands of well-meaning, pious People 
ſhould be offended : Better the moſt deſerv- 
ing Man were not promoted to a Biſhoprick, 
than, If he be promoted to that high Station, 
he is rendered incapable, by Reports that 
have been ſpread of him, whether true or 
; falſe, of doing that Good, which otherwiſe 
he might and would have done, and which 
another Perſon in the ſame Station would 
have it in his Power to do, 

This is the Zjght in which the Author 
of the Letter ought to have conſidered this 
Affair of Dr. Rundle. 

To what Purpoſe then are thoſe Expo- 
ſtulations of his brought, when he takes 
upon him to anſwer that Objection which 
he has heard made to the Doctor's Promo» 
tion, — © That all the Biſhops will re- 
« ſentit?” vis. © What are they to re- 
« fent? Are they to reſent, that a Friend 
to true Liberty is preferred? Are they 

to reſent, that a ſober, temperate, 

« moral'd Man is preferred? Are they to 
« reſent, that a Friend to the Adminiſtra= 
« tion is promoted? Are they to reſent, 
« that an Enemy to Popery, a Friend to the 
« Proteſtant Religion, a good Chriſtian, a 
« conſtant Churchman, a regular Confor- 
„ miſt, a good-natured Man, is to be made 

« a Biſhop? 


wo = 
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94 
% Biſhop? Believe it who can, It muſt 
« be ſomething elſe, which lies at the 
« Heart in all this Aﬀair. Nor could ſuch 
i Scene have been ated, and ſuch a Va» 
« riety of falſe Colourings have been invent» 
« ed, unleſs it were to conceal ſome Truth, 
« which it might not be ſo proper to re- 
« yeal, 

Now all this is very plauſibly urged, to 
excite Pity and Compaſſion in ſome, and to 
inflame the Paſſions of others, That a Man 
of this Character is denied a Biſhoprick, 
But I can't ſee the Uſe, nor the Pertinency, 
of ſuch Expoſtulations, unleſs they are de- 
ſigned as falſe Colourings to conceal the 
real Truth, I will ſay with this Writer, 
« Believe it who can, That the Biſhops 
« would: reſent Dr. Rundle's Promotion to 
« the See of Glocefler ; They would abhor 
the Thought of acting upon Pique and 
« Reſentment, or of- being influenced by 
% Paſſion or Prejudice (as the Author of 
« the Letter expreſſes himſelf in another 
« Place) to give their Votes, not according 
* to the Merits of the Cauſe, but merely 
« for Oppoſition, becauſe a Thing is done 
# which they cannot approve of. | 

But though nothing could make them 
act ſuch a Part as this, yet it does by no 
means follow, but they ms ht be juſtified 

2 


in not approving the r's Promotion, 
| | C They 
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They might be concerned to ſee a Perſon 

promoted to that high Station, at which 
umbers of Perſons might take great Of- 

== aud giye the Enemies of Chriſtianity 


too much Occaſion to triumph. And, at | 


the ſame time, they might even be ſorry, 
that this could not be done, without giving 
Offence z becauſe I am perſuaded, that many 
of. the Biſhops, and Numbers of others, both 
Clergy and Laity, haye the ſame Senti- 
ments of Pr. Rundh, as this Writer: They 
acknowledge him to. be a ſober, temperate, 
good-natured Man; a Friend to the King 
and his Family, a Friend to the Admini- 
ſtration, an Enemy to Popery, a Friend ta 
the Prateſtant Religion, a goad Chriſtian, a 
conſtant Churchman, and a regular Confor- 
miſt. — They may firmly believe, and 
readily acknowledge, all this; and yet it 

ay be, and is 1 am verily perſuaded, fat 
* being true. what this Writer would 
ſuggeſt, — “ That there muſt be ſome- 
thing elſe, which lies at the Heart in all this 
Affair; and that ſuch a Scene could not 
*© have been aQed, nor ſuch à Variety of 
« falſe Colourings have been invented, un- 
« leſs it were to conceal ſome Truth, which 
it might not be proper to reveal, 


It is very true, this Writer has collected 


together ſome very trifling, but invidious, 
Reaſons againſt Pr, Rundk's Promotion, 
vt f VMhich 


\ 
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which he has my Leave and Conſent to 
call falſe Colourings; though I hope he 
would not ſuggeſt, they have been laid on 
by the Biſhops. - By whom theſe. Reaſons: 
were urged, or. whether they were really 
ever urged by any, is more than I will take 
upon me to determine. But they are ſo 
very trifling, and carry with them ſuch un- 
juſt and diſhonourable Reflexions, both on 
the Biſhops, .and on the Adminiſtration, 
that 1 am ſurprized to ſee them urged, and 
anſwered in the manner they are, by 2 
Writer, who would be thought a Friend to 
Both, and that he really has no other Views, 
but the Cauſe of Liberty and of Doctor 
Rundle, | 
But, whatever this Writer may ſuggeſt, 
ſure I am, there was no Occaſion to inyent 
falſe Colourings in this Affair, or to conceal 
any real Truth, It is very poſſible, it may 
be of great Diſſervice to — to pro- 
mote even a Worthy Man to that high Sta- 
tion of a Biſhaprick, I would even ſtate 
the Caſe'in the ſtrongeſt Light; — That 
Dr. Rundle has every Qualification which 
the Author of the Letter beſtows upon him, 
] verily believe he has; That it is very 
cruel and uncharitable to accuſe him for 
what paſſed in Converſation fifteen or ſix- 
teen Years ago; That unleſs the Words 
had been taken down in Writing at that 

58 time, 
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time, it is highly improbable, that any 


Man can charge his Memory with them ; 
That the Tone of the Voice, the Motion 


of the Hand, the Geſture of the Body, ot 


many other Circumſtances, might deter- 
mine Words in quite another Senſe than 
what they may appear to thoſe who were 


moſt prudent Clergyman may, indiſcreetly, 
in a thoughtleſs Mood, have ſaid ſomething, 
which he would very unwillingly, and it 
would be very cruel and unchriſtian, to 
have made. the Teſt of his Abilities, his 


Morals, or his Belief, — And yet, notwith- | 


ſtanding all this, if this Thing has really 


made ſo much Noiſe, that many good Chri- 


ſtians will be ſcandaliaæed and offended at this 
Promotion of the Doctor, that they cannot 
believe him to be that good and deſerving 
Man, as he really is; — Is it not beter, 
and more prudent, Does not Chriſtianity 
Tequire it, that One good Man ſhould be 
denied any Advantage, any high Station in 
the Church, rather than Numbers of good 
Chriſtians, who are to be under his imme- 
diate Care, ſhould be offended at it? Would 
not a good Man, even of himſelf, if he 
ſeriouſly conſiders this, refuſe ſuch a publick 
Station, in which he muſt be ſenſible, that 
he could not do the ſame Good as another 
Perſon of equal Abilities with himſelf, 
| againſt 


not preſent at the Converſation; That the 


1 
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inſt whom no ſuch Objection could be 
— I ſpeak not this to leſſen or depro- 
ciate, in the leaſt, the Character of Doctor 
Rundle. The beſt of Men are Nang way ork to 
themſelves. I can't blame bim 
uneaſy at his bong cafifbi 20-be maids 4 
Biſhop : Not for the Honour or worldly 
Advantages he is deprived of ; this, I am 
perſuaded has no Weight with with him; bue 
that he ſhould have fuch a Auurk of Dif: ; 
tinion put upon him, and be deprived of 
the ſame Opportunities of doing Good with 
the reſt of his Brethren. But, I fay, if be 
canſiders this Matter ſerioufly, he cannot 
blame others, if they think that Chriftiae 
nity — them to regard it in another 


73 the State of the Caſe, which I have 
here given, and this Manner of Reaſoning 
upon it, be juſt, how fallacious muft that 
Reaſoning be, which runs through the 
whole of this Letter? —— «< That, becauſẽ 
« Dr. Rundle's Character is ſuch, as be» 
« comes a Chriſtian, a Proteſtant, and an 
« "Engliſhman, therefore it is unreaſonable 
«to "oppoſe his Promotion; and whoever 
“ does this, muſt have been worked wp to 
« it, or be a Stranger to his Character. 

This is the Manner in which the Author 
of the Letter expreſſes himſelf of thoſe Bi- 
ſhops, who declare they cannot _— 


[24 ] 
of Dr, Rundle's being made a Biſhop: & If 
% there be great, and good, and learned, 
« and wiſe Men among the Biſhops — 
the Doctors Promotion, 1 ſhall only con 
« clude, That they are Strangers to him, 
te or have been, ſome how or other, worked 
„% 4p to oppoſe him.” A vety raſh and 
unjuſt Conclufion ; as if he had ſaid, “ If 
6 theſe Biſhops do not reaſon in the ſame | 
„ manner as I do, they muſt be worked up 
to oppoſe Dr. Runale,” An Expreſſion, 
that fixes the Character of great Weakneſs 
or Diſbonefly on thoſe Reverend Prelates. 

Can there be no other Reaſon to Pt 

theſe Biſhops Oppoſition to Dr. Rundle, 
but © their being worked up to do it? bes 
cauſe he does not, or will not, ſee it. Let 
him conſider and try, how he can give an 
Anſwer to what is here urged in Vindica- 
tion of the Conduct of thoſe Biſhops z and 

—_— he will ſee Reaſon to acknowledge 
| his Raſhneſs and Indecency of accuſing 
'Them with being worked up to oppoſe Dt. 
Rundle's Promotion. | 
It would much better have become this 
Writer, when he is complaing fo bitterly 
of the Injuſtice done to Dr. Rundle, to have 
taken Care not to injure the Character of 
others in ſo much a higher Station z — 
« That if they do not judge of Dr. Rundle's 


« Promotion juſt in the lame Light in 
| which 


114 

« which he ſees and judges of it, They 
„ muſt be worked up, ſome bow or other 
by (a very decent manner of expreſſing him- 
« ſelf, and what leaves every Man at LI- 
«© berty to treat the Character of thoſe 
« Biſhops according to thelr particular Fan- 
« cy or Prejudice) They muſt be worked 
% up, ſome how or other, to oppoſe Doctor 
« Rundle's Promotion. | 
\ After ſuch an unjuſt Reflexion and Ca- 

lumny upon ſuch a Number of the Biſhops, 
it can hardly be ſuppoſed, but that All 
which this Writer ſays, “ how he can ne- 
« yer believe it, till he ſees it, that Chri- 
* ſtian Biſhops, Men of Wiſdom, exem- 
« plary for great Knowledge, and great 
« Judgment, and profound Learning, of 
« ſingular Probity and Honour, that ſuch 
« Men can be influenced, by the Hopes 
« of Tranſlations, to be little more than 
« the Tools of the Adminiſtration, to vote 
« in all Points, right or wrong, againſt 
« the Oppoſition; and that they are all 
« a mere dead Weight, without Liherty 
« or Choice; united indeed, but not to 
« ſeek, or ſerve, or defend Truth, or 
« Juſtice, or Right, but the Deſigns of 
e ſuch as may ſerve them,” — I tay, It 
mays without Breach of Charity, be ſup- 

e 


poſed, that all this, and much more to 
D the 
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the ſame Purpoſe, is deſigned as. Banter 
and Ridicule, on purpoſe to iuſinuate, That 
the | Biſhops are juſtly ch rged with fuch 
a wicked Conduct and Be 
then he is to bring himſelf off, by ſaying, 
—— « Believt it pho can. For I think 
there is little Difference between faying, 

They have been worked EZ ome how or 
« other, .to oppo; Dr, Rundle's Promo- 
« tion; ” and, ** They are, ſome how or 


« other, influenced to be little more than 


« the Tools of the Adminiſtration, 

| Upon the whole; There is too much 
Reaſon to ſuſpect, that this Letter is pub- 
liſhed, not with any View to do Doctor 
Rundlk Service, or to defend the Cauſe of 
Liberty; but for the Sake of calumniating 
the Adminiftration, and the whole Bench 
of Biſhops. 5 4 
The Reaſons why I fay this are, That, 
I think, no Man, who was a Friend to the 
Adminiſtration, or to the Biſhops, would 
have treated them Both in the manner that 
he has done. What Appearance of Truth 
is there, that any Man ſhould be guilty of 
ſo much Weakneſs, as to give this as an 
Objection to Dr. Rundle's Promotion; — 
« That the laſt Seſſions was likely to be 
« a Seſſions of great Buſineſs: Affairs of 
« the utmoſt Conſequence to the Publick 
« would 


aviour ; and 


* 


* on 
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« would probably be upon the Carpet; 
* and it could not be right, that a Vote 
« ſhould be loſt in the Hauſe of Lords - 


As might be the Caſe, if Dr. Rundle was 


made a Biſhop, he being ſo dangerouſly ill 
the laſt Winter, that he might not be able 
to attend the whole Seſſions; and yet that 
Vote, of ſuch mighty Conſequence, as this 
Writer would repreſent it, was loft, by the 
See of Gloceſter being kept vacant. 

He can ask himſelf, — © Could great- 


er Encouragement be given to thoſe in 


« the Oppoſition, than to ſee the Diſtreſs 
« that their Enemies were drove to? Or 
c with what Deſpondency muſt the Friends 
c of the Adminiſtration act, when Matters 
e were imagined to be brought to ſuch a 
« Crifis, by fo wiſe and ſure a Friend? 
And muſt not every. Man ſee and know 
this, as well as himſelf ? Who then could 
be ſo weak as to raiſe ſuch an' idle Objec- 
tion to Dr. Rundle's Promotion ? Or what 
Credit is to be given to ſuch an Objection 
being made, purely upon the Hear-ſay of 
this Writer? He may pretend to have no 
other View in this, but to expoſe the Wiſ- 
dom of that Great Churchman, whom he 
charges with having ſtarted this Objection. 
But I appeal to every Man of common 
Senſe, whether a viler Reflexion could have 
D 2 been 
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been made on the Adminiſtration it ſelf 
and whether it will not be underſtood, 
that They were really driven to the Di- 
ſtreſs this Writer mentions; and that he 
intends it ſhould be fo underſtood ? 

This, with much more to the ſame Pur- 
poſe, 1s the Treatment this Writer gives 
the Adminiſtration. The Biſhops fare much 
worſe with him. His Words are, — © It 
« is ſaid, aud there ſeems to be ſome Ground 
« for the Report, That a leis favourable 


„ Inclination towards the Bench of Biſho 


* has of late prevailed in the World: 
Their Conduct, ſome how or other, has 
given Umbrage to very many Perſons, 
* both within Doors and without; and 
« they have been repreſented as influenced 
* by the Hopes of Tranſlations, to be little 
« more than the Tools of the Adminiſtra» 
« tionz to vote in all Points, right or 
« wrong, againſt the Oppoſition ; and that 
* they are a mere dead Weight, without 
Liberty or Choice; united indeed, but 
not to ſeek, or ſerve, or defend, Truth, 
* or Juſtice, or Right, but the Deſigns of 


«& ſuch as may ſerve them. 


Can a viler Character be given of Men, 
than this is? And this, not of 7% Biſhops 
only who oppoſe Dr. Rund/e's Promotion, 
hut of the whole Bench? Theſe Things, 

| he 
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he tells us, are not only ſaid of Them, bus 
there ſiems to be ſome Ground for the Report. 
Some Ground or Reaſon to believe thoſe 
things are true of Them, © Their Con- 
« duct, ſome how or other, has given Um- 
te brage.” ls it poſſible to ſpeak with more 
Contempt, with greater Sneer, or plainer 
Inſinuation, That he believes this Character 
of the Biſhops to be true, which he has ex- 
erciſed all his Wit and Malice to make as 
black as poſſible ? 

Can any Man be at a loſs to know, what 
Views this Writer had in publiſhing this 
Letter? Muſt not the whole Bench of Bi- 
ſhops reſent this Treatment ? To pretend 
to be vindicating /ome of Them, for decla- 
ring their Approbation of Dr. Rundle's Pro- 
motion, and, at the ſame time, abuſing the 
whole Body of them? How eaſy, how na- 
tural, for ſuch a Writer to throw in all the 
falſe Colourings 4 of a Great Churchman 
« or Eccleſiaſttick, who claims the fole 
« Right of characteriſing Churchmen, and 
« even to put a Negative upon the Crown 


« in nominating any Man to a Biſhoprick ; 


„ of ſome Men being marked, as not 
« proper Perſons to be advanced ; — of 
« Proteſtant Inquiſitors, and an Holy Bro- 
« therhood, to ſearch Mens Thoughts: 
— As if he had no other Deſign, than to 

mark 
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ark out this Great Churchman, and to de- 
end the Cauſe of Liberty, and Proteſtant- 
iſm ; when all the while he is ridiculing 
and calumniating the whole Bench of Bi- 
ſhops, and expoſing, as he thinks, the 
Weakneſs of the Adminiſtration ? Do not 
we ſee theſe Arts practiſed every Day by 
other Writers, who openly profeſs utter 
Enmity, not only to the Biſhops, and the 
Adminiſtration, but even to the Govern- 
ment it ſelf? Can Dr. Rundle look upon 
this Man as his Friend? Will he countenance 
ſuch a Writer as this, who calumniates not 
only zhoſe Biſhops who oppoſe his Promo- 
tion, but even Thoſe who declare their Ap- 
probation of his being made a Biſhop? I 
am certain he will not; nay, I hope he will 
even give his publick Teflimony againſt ſuch 
a ſcurrilous Libel. 

Before I conclude, let me addreſs my 
ſelf to the Doctor. — You ſee, Sir, that 


though I am an Advocate for thoſe Biſhops 
who oppoſe your being'promoted to the See 
of Ghlocefter ; yet there is not one thing 
| which this your pretended Advocate, the 


Author of the Letter, has urged in your 


Defence, either with reſpect to your Charac- 


ter, or the Uncharitableneſs and Cruelty of 
the Charge brought againſt you, for what 
you ſaid in Conyerſation ſo many Years 


ago z 
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ago, in which I do not heartily agree wi 
Ein. You ſee the Reaſons, which do, in 
my poor Opinion, juſtify thoſe Biſhops in 
oppoling your Promotion. You muſt be 
ſenſible, what Strife and Contention this has 
raiſed, not only in the State, but in the 


Church. Muſt you not deſire to put a 


Stop to the Encreaſe and Progreſs of it? 
Can any Method be ſo effectual to do this, 
as for your ſelf to intercede with that in- 
comparable Perſon, the L— C———, to 


ſuffer you to remain in the Station in which 


you now are? Many of your Friends wiſh 
you had done this at the Beginning, as ſoon 
as this Oppoſition appeared againſt you. 
Many good Men moſt certainly would have 
done it. It is not yet zoo late for you to do 
This. You ſee the Adyantages the Ene- 
mies of the Government make of This, to 
ſet the Friends of the Government at Va- 
riance among themſelves ; and. that nothing 
could be ſuch 4, Diſappointment to them, 
as ſuch a Declaration 4s; this from your ſelf; 
—— That you make il your own Requeſt, That 
the See of Gloctſter may be immediately filled 

up by ſome other Perſon, | 
You will probably think this hard Coun- 
cil, hard to comply with, when you know 
your own Innocence. And undoubtedly ſo it 
is. But as no Good Man will interpret this 
| Conceſ= 


T3.) 
Conceſſion, as from the leaſt 
4 o you will raiſt 
to your ſelf 4 A — Reputati ion, 


than if you had 95 all Oppoſition to fall 
- before you; ch greater, as Shy 


| Forgivemſs bus all worldly Policy ; 
much greater, as no worldly. Honours o 
"Advantages are worthy to be 

or to be put into the Balance, W the 
Peace of the State, the Peace of the Chirch, 


"but, above all, the not giving Mm N 
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